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MADAM; 


HOU G H the all Per- 

ſon, whoſe Deceaſe is fo uni- 
verlally lamented, was pleas d 
to order in his Will, that no 5 
Sermon ſhould be reached for him; 
and for that 2 I did not ex- 
* enter into his Character, wWhen 
„ ir 


(iv). | 
it might have been expected: yet, 
as J conceived he had no Right to 
determine me not to preach upon a 
Subject ſuitable to che Occaſion, ſo 
I have ventured to publiſh the Diſ- 
courſe I. made the Lord's Day after 
his Interment : Taking it wholly 
upon myſelf, if what 1 have done 
be virtually a Contradiction to his 
Orders; and declaring it to be en- 
tirely without che Direction of his 
Executors. | 


However, I am ſurely at liberty 
to addreſs to You in a manner which 
ſuits my Character as your Miſter 
and Friend; and at once to profeſs 
my Gratitude for the kind and hand- 
ſome Treatment 1 have received from 
Yon for above two and twenty 
"Years ; and offer ſomerhing to your 
Thoughts ſuitable to che melancholy £ 
—  -. + ON 
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God has-lengthned out your Life 
to a great Age; and Iheartily pray 
many Years more may be added to 
your Days: And that God 1 pleaſe 
to conxinue that Soundneſs of Mind, 
and Meaſure of Health, with which 
he has bleſſed You hitherto. This 
was Mr, Hayes's Felicity, that his 
Capacity of going about doing Good 
vas continued till a very little while 
before his Death. And it is what 
every wiſe Man would wiſh for him- 
ſelf; deſiting Life no longer than he 
/// 


You cannot be ſurpriſed at the 
. . Removal of your deſirable Com- 
panion; nor repine without being 
reatly to blame, that after having 
eg with him above forty Vears, 
lin which time he enjoyed almoſt 
perfect Health) You have ſeen him 
called from You into a better W | 
e f ull 
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7: (vi) 
full of Days and of good Works. 
You will conſider, that he was highly 
favoured by Providence, and has 
rality as the Age has afforded. 1 
nevet heard the manner of his get- 
ting his Eſtate queſtioned; and ne- 
ver knew the manner of his uſing it 
equalled. He hath a good 7% of 
all Men, and of the Truth nſelf. His 
Memory is bleſſed. And You may 
promiſe 80 a peculiar Regard 
from all his Acquaintance; and eſpe- 
cially comfort yourſelf in Expecta- 
tion, that the many to whom he did 
ſo liberally miniſter, will not ceaſe 
to pray, that God would bleſs Vou, 
and the only Remains of the good 
Man, with the beſt of Bleſſings. 


It pleaſed God to take her Mother 
away in the Prime of Life. Excuſe 
my touching upon ſo tender a Point. 

But God ſupported You under 15 
| ore 


+, 
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ſore Alfliction: And he that Has his 
therto helped Yon will; J truſt, ne- 
ver fail You, nor forſake Vou: only 
put your Truſt in him, and remem< 
few near You are to that bettet 
Country, where all Tears ſhall be 
wiped from your Eyes, ald where 
You ſhall be for ever with the Lord. 
Think of the Spirits of juſt Men 
made perfect; to the general. Aſ- 
ſembly of which You will be ſoon 
called; and of that glorious Day, 
when God will bring with him all 
that ſleep in Jeſus. When, I doubt 
not, Vou will meet with thoſe over 
whom You now mourn, never to 
part any more; particularly your 
lately deceaſed Conſort, who, we have 
reaſon to believe, will ſhine bright 
among thoſe to whom the Judge 
(alk fy, Come ye Bleſſed 3 taking 
notice of their Love to himſelf, as 
expreſſed in their Charity to his 
Members. In the mean time, caſt 
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your Burden upon the Lord, and he 
will ſuſtain You, and make the ſo- 
reſt Afflictions work together for 
* Good. This is the ſincere Prayer 


MAD AM, 
Your Obliged + 


3 Humble Servant, 
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-N che firſt Verſs of mln Platra we « hank 
a general Declaration of che Happineſs 
and Character of a good Man. 12 


2 is be Mun That Feareth the Lord, that 


dilighteth greatiy in bis Commandments, Ih 


the Sequel of it the Pſalmiſt is more parti- 
cular in both, 


taking notice of his HNiſpoſi- 
tion to Beneficence, and the Reward conſe- 


quent upon it; . 4, 5, b, and in the Text 


have juſt fead. This 1 or, as we 


commonly call it, Charity, 1 _ firſt ſtate, 
and then recommend. 


T.) State the Nature of it. This 18. « fo 


be done at large, and more diſtinctly; be- 


cauſe it is not merely giving ſomething of 
our Subſtance to che Poor that denominates 
a Man charitable in the Sight of God, and 
intitles to che Reward. For the Hypocrites | 

in our Saviour's time gave Alms, Mat. vi. 
and St. Paul ſuppoſes it pothble for a Man 


. B ED to 


1 = 
to give all his Goolls to feed the Poor, and yet 
find no account in it, 1 Cor. xw. 3. In 
Caſes of Morality, the Thing done muſt be 
conſidered in Connexion with the Manner 
of doing it ; or it will not be placed to Ac- 
count in the Day of Retribution. Whar 
Good we do, muſt be well done. There- 
fore, ESA, Ras LENS 

1. The truly charitable Man miniſters to 
the Neceſſities of his Neighbour out of re- 
gard to God. What he does is for God's 


fake. He conſiders that God expects it from 


him; and inſiſts upon it, that he ſhould nor 
forget to do Good, and to communicate, Heb. 
xiii, 16. That what he has is not abſo- 
lutely his own: That he has only what may 
be called a Sub-Propriety in whatever he 
poſſeſſes: Is only a Steward, and account- 
able to his great Maſter how he diſpofes of 
the Talents committed to him; that they 
are to be uſed, not hid; and that he is to diſ- 

perſe, not hoard what he is entruſted with. 
He knows that it is required in Stewards, 
that a Man be found faithful, 1 Cor. iv. 2. 
and that according as his Account ſtands, at 
laſt his Lot will be, either with the good 


and faithful Servants, or the wicked and 


Pothful ones; Mat. xxv. 21, 26. Either bleſ- 
fed of the Father, or curſed, with the Devil 
and his Angels, ver. xxxiv. 41. And this Part 
of our Saviour's Diſcourſe has evidently a 
reference to the Affair of Charity. | 
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He is alſo influenced by Gratitude, and 


thinks it highly reaſonable, that as God has 
diſtiaguiſhed him by his Providence, and 
put him into a Condition of giving, inſtead 
of laying him under a Neceſſity of receiv- 
ing, he ſhould} honour him with his Sub- 
ſtance. Remembring the Words of the Lord 
Feſus, how he faid, It is. mare bleſſed: to give 
than to receive, Acts xx. 35. Eſpecially the 
Love of Chriſt conſtrains him to this Ser- 
vice. This is the grand Motive to Chriſtian 
Liberality. So the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. viii. . 
For ye know the Grace of our Lord Feſus 
Chrift, that tho he was rich, yet for your Sakes © 
be became poor, that ye thro his Poverty might. 
be rich. The generous Chriſtian regards the 
great God and his Saviour, and takes every 
fair Opportunity of expreſſing his Love to 
his Lord in ſhewing Kindneſs to his Mem- 
bers. How ſtrongly do theſe Words move 
him, Inaſinuch as ye did it to the leaſt 4 theſe 
my Brethren, ye. have done it unto me? He 


loves his Redeemer, and thus proves the 


Sincerity of his Love. See 2 Cor. viii. 8, 
But the ſpurious Charity of Hypocrites 
has its Riſe in a vicious Self-Love. They 


often court Applauſe in a groſs and nauſeous 


manner. They do their Alms to be ſeen of 
Men, Mat. vi. 1. that they may have Glory 
of Men, ver. 2. without any proper regard 
to Him who ſees in ſecret, ver. 4. This Prin- 
ciple has produced many pompaus Chari- 


2 cles; 


C L | ; + 
ties; which, how beneficial ſoever they 
account to the Donors in ahother World: 


ſay unto you, they have-their Remurd, ver. z. 
Others att upon a yet lower Motive; their 
Chetities are Baits. They give merely to 

get; and too often put on a Shew of Libe-.. 

1 rality, that they may rob without Suſpicion. 

wil; They give Alms, as thoſe of old made Jong 

ns Prayers, that they may devour Widows Howes, 

118 Pur on a Guiſe of Charity, that they may 

1 the more eafily compaſs their villainous De- 

_ $8 | ſigns. I wiſh this were never the Caſe. 
And I wiſh too that thoſe, whoſe Alms 

are purely the Effect of a render and com- 

pafſſionate Temper, would turn them into a 

Sacrifice, by doing them for God and Chriſt's 
Sake. It's a thouſand pities that ſuch ſhould 
loſe their Reward. And yet ſo it muſt be; 
if they do it not at all unto him. For no- 
ching of this kind can be acceptable with 
God, but what is done for his Glory. I 
mean ſo as to be rewarded with the Chri- 
ftian Blefledneſs. For as to providential Re- 
wards in this Life I am not now ſpeaking, 
In a word, true Charity is for God's Sake. 
2. The charitable Man gives his own : 
What he acquires honeſtly, or comes fairly | 
by. Whether it be by Inheritance, Induſtry 
in a lawful Calling, or the Favour which 
God gives him in the Sight of Men. If 
5 7h People 
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beſt, not Charity 
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People amaſs Wealth by Extortion, Lying; 5 


ting, or baſe Flattery, or any indirect 


and diſhoneſt Methods; what they give out 


of Poſſeſſions ſo 1 is Reſtitution at 

or the Lord hates Rob- 
bery for Burn-Offring, Ifa. Ixi. 8. God faid 
to his People of old, 1 xxiii. 18. Thou 


ſhalt. nyt bri the Hire of Gigs the 


Price of u Dog, into 105 Houſe 

thy God far 'any Vow. And Harty he wil 
not accept the Mages of  Unrighteouſneſs, if 
Men offer to lend it to his Poor upon the 
Security of his Promiſe; Prov. xix. 17. It 
may be a Duty in ſuch Caſes to give, but it 
will never be admitted in their Account un- | 
der the Article of Charity. - 

3. He gives in Proportion to his Abilry 
as God hath proſpered him, 1 Cor. xvi. 2. It 
is not otherwiſe Liberality, ver. 3. A Man 
of a right Spirit is more inclined to the ex- 
penſive Extreme, as an Error on the right 
hand. To be ſure he will not give Mites, 


when he can afford Talents. He that does 


not give What Conſcience would tell him 
he ought, muſt not expect his Gift to be ac- 
cepted as tho he had performed to the full. 


If Men expect a full Reward, they muſt | 
manage accordingly. Fer the Apoſtle has 


told us, chat he which Joweth ſparingly ſhall 


reap alſo ſparingly, 2 Cor. ix. 6. And ſurely no 
good Man will pretend to compound with 


God, or ack the Part of an inſolvent Debtor, 
when 


© a (SI. 
when he has it by him. Tho' the 10 of 
Ananias and Sapphira, who kept back Part 
of the Price, Acts v. 2. be not parallel to 
Us. Caſe, he makes this Uſe of it, that we 
are not to deal deceitfully in the Affair of 


Charity. And that Expreſſion of the Apoſtle 


bears upon his Mind, Be not decei ved, God 
7s not-mocked. He knows that God expects 


to reap in proportion to what he has ſown; 


and that where he has given much, he re- 
quires accordinglyy:T 342 
He will not make the uſual Excuſes which 
Covetouſneſs dictates. That Affairs are un- 
certain, and he or his may come to want; 
and the larger Stock he has, the leſs his 
Danger is. No; he knows that at this rate 
of arguing, he ſhould: not diſperſe at all; 
but keep whatever he can get. He is ſen- 
ſible that God can ſcatter his biggeſt Hoard, 
and give Wings to even golden Mountains ; 


and on the contrary, can bleſs his Bastet and 


his Store. And as all depends upon' his Fa- 
vour, that is more likely to be ſecured in 
the Way of his Duty, than out of it. He 
believes what God has ſaid, Prov. xi. 25, 
T he liberal Soul ſhall be made. fat; and he 


that watereth ſhall be watered alſo himſelf: 


Which is confirmed in the New Teſtament, 


2 Cor. ix. 8,9, ro. God is able to make all 
Grace abound towards you : that ye always 
having all Sufficiency in all things may abound 


to every good Work: As it is written He hath 


diſperſed 
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diſperſed; he hath given to the Poor; his Righ- - 


reouſneſs endureth for ever. Now he that mi- 
-niſtreth Seed. to the Sower, both miniſter Bread 


for your Food, and multiply your Seed ſown, 
and — our Fruits of Righteouſneſs. He 
is under the Lacs of that of the Prophet. 
The liberal Man deviſeth liberal things, and by 
liberal things ſhall he fland. He knows what 


the wiſe Man obſerves to be matter of fre- 


quent Experience. There is that ſcattereth, 
and yet increaſeth; and there is that with. 
holdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to 
Poverty; Prov. xi. 24. And a Proſpect of 
bad Times is an Argument with him to lay 
out more freely in this Service; according 

to that of a wiſer Man than e'er a Miſer of 
them all: Eccleſ. xi. 2. Give a Portion to ſe- 
ven, and alſo to eight ; for thou knoweſt not 


what Evil ſhall be upon the Earth: To im- 


preſs this the more, I ſhall uſe the Words 
of a moſt excellent Paraphraſi upon this 
Text. Give therefore unto others ſome 


Part of the good things which God hath 


« given thee ; and give very liberally ; and 
« be not weary neither of well doing; but 


<« tho' there be many Suitors that ſollicit 
thy Charity, extend thy Bounty to them 
rather above chan beneath thy Ability: 


« for thou knoweſt not how calamitous the 
« Times may ſhortly be: And then the 
4 Good thou haſt done will ſtand thee in 
greater ſtead than all the Goods thou en- 
161 | « joyeſt: 


c joyeſt : which perhaps may be taken from 
<« thee, and leave thee nothing to do good 
„ withall; or make-thee the Object of other 
« Mens Charity ; which no Perfon hath 
« greater reaſon to expect than he who, 
« when he had wherewithall, hath. been 
« kind to others in that Condition. Patrick. 
And in his Annotations, the ſame Author 
hath theſe Expreſſions, © Here again So- 
« {omon contradicts the vulgar Principle up- 
ct on which covetous Wretches move, and 
« directs quite the contrary. They think 
« all is loſt that is given away in Charity. 
« No ſuch matter, faith the Preacher; the 
« Fruit of it will be found hereafter be- 
« yond what can be imagined. O, faith 
the covetous Man again, I know not what 
e will be hereafter: Now I have enough, 
& but in the latter Part of my Life I may 
„ want, and therefore it is beſt to ſave while 
« J may. No, faith the Preacher, for that 
very Reaſon give; becauſe thou knoweſt 
« not what may be hereafter, when that 
may be taken from thee which thou wilt 
not now beſtow, Sc. ACN 
And whereas the great Gulph, as I think 
Mr. Baxter ſomewhere calls it, that ſwal- 
lows up what ſhould be ſcattered: in Cha- 
ity, is a Pretence of providing for Chil- 
—_ a good Man conſiders that tho' it 
be his Duty to provide for hisaguon, eſpecially 
thoſe of bis . * it is we, res 
b 5 Duty: 


„ 0 
Duty: as it muſt be, if a Man was to ſave 

all for them; and having Wife and Chil- 
dren would make the Commandment of 
God concerning Charity of no Force. He 
conſiders who provided for him, when per- 
haps his Father and Mother forſook him: 
And, tho he will take proper Care, can truſt 
them with that Providence which was his. 
own Inheritance : Or if he had an Inheri- 
trance from his Fathers, he remembers that 
his Family, how long ſoever it was ago, had 
a Riſe from ſmall Beginnings, and the Way 
to ſecure its flouriſhing Eſtate, is to delight 
greatly in this, as well as the reſt of God's 
Commandments. See ver. 2 and 3, of this 
Pſalm. He conſiders too that God may take 
away thoſe very Children for whoſe ſake he 
incurs the Diſpleaſure of his heavenly Fa- 
ther. Nay, that he can eaſily do worſe than 


take them away; make them a Grief of - 


Heart to the Parents while they live, and a 
Scandal to their Family afterwards. He at- 
tends to that of Solomon, Eccleſ. v. 13. There 
75 a ſore Evil which I have ſeen under the Sun, 
namely, Riches kept for the Owners thereof to 
their Hurt. But thoſe Riches periſh by evil 
Travel: and he begetteth a Son, and there is 
nothing in his Hand. And is affected with . 
that chap. ii. 19. Who knoweth whether he fhall 
be a wiſe Man or a Fol? © 

A good Man ſees no Reaſon why one that 
has a numerous Offspring ſhould not be li- 
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beral in proportion to his Ability; but he 
is aſtoniſhed at the Covetouſneſs of ſuch 
who, as the wiſe Man ſpeaks, have neither 
Child nor Brother, Eccl. iv. 8. that is, none 
for whom they need ſpare. Surely this is 
Vanity, and a great Evil; ii. 21. And yet 
how common is this Caſe? All I think 

ſuch have to ſay for themſelves, is, they de- 
ſign great things when they die. This is 
often but a mere Pretence: Or if they really 
deſign it, how often are their Projects diſ- 
appointed? Or if they ſhould effect what 
they purpoſe, do they imagine that this will 
be allowed as a Plea for their having done 
no Good while they lived? They hoard, 
while thouſands of their Cotemporaries want; 
and, as far as in them lies, let them periſh, 

while they pretend a Care for miſerable Ob- 
jets in after-times. When they can keep 

it no longer, they will order ſome Good to 
be done with it. And God, who knows 
their Mind, ſometimes removes them un- 
expectedly out of the Way of their own 
Charity, and in Pity to the Poor haſtens the 
Reverſion. Or if he lets them live long, it: 
ſeems to me that ſuch ſcandalous Miſers are 
kept above Ground only as Monſters to be 
ſtared at for the Warning of others. Bur a 
good Man will do all the Good he can 
while he lives; and if he can do more at 

Death, he will not decline it. And when- 
ever he does it, it ſhall be'in ſuch Pro- 
4 Portions 
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4. His liberal Charity 1s n wh 


Wiſtom. Thus ver. 5. of this Pſalm; He 


will guide his Affairs with Diſcretion. You 
know that in every Affair of Conſequence 


there is need of that MWiſdom which is pro- 
fitable to direct, Eccleſ. x. 10. Without this, 


Charity, as well as other Virtues, would be 
a Blemiſh inſtead: of an Honour to our Pro- 
feſſion. The good Man therefore diſperſes 
according to the beſt-of his Judgment, and 
that's all that can be required. He calcu- 
lates as well as he can what he may ſpare 
without Injuſtice to his Family; and con- 
ſiders hat Objects are the moſt proper for 
him to relieve; and what Methods of Diſ- 
poſition will beſt ſerve the Purpoſes of his 
Charity: Whether, for example, he ſhall 
give or lend; (chus part of the 5th Verſe is 
paraphraſed by the forementioned Authon, 
giving to one, and lending to another, as 
« Occafion ſerves:) And in what Propor- 
tions he ſhall do either, and whether at once, 
or ſucceſſively, c. 

A good Man that relieves che Neceſſities 


of the Poor for God's fake will make Con- 


ſcience, I ſay, of doing according to the beſt 
of his Skill. And tho! by-ſtanders may be 
ready to cenſure his Conduct, eſpecially .che 


covetous, if he be remarkably liberal, will 
* ſure to find fault with his Managemeyp: 


3 _ 


yet we ſhould conſider, he muſt judge for 
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himſelf: and where there is a great deal of, 
Charity God will make Allowance for a 
little Indiſcretion. And the Defect were bet- 
ter be in the Head than the Heart. Tho' 
the People of great Diſcretion may not be 
able to comprehend how Paul could allow 
himſelf to aſcribe it to the Grace of God, 
that the Macedonians were willing not only 
to their Power, but beyond it, 2 Cor. viii. 1, 3. 
Yet an Exceſs of Zeal, not in perſecuting, 
bur relieving, may be eaſily admitted as an 
Excuſe for a Defe& of Prudence. Whereas, 
I doubt, they will not fo eaſily find their 
Exceſs of Caution allowed upon the Balance 
for their Defect of Charity. 2. Wo 
Nevertheleſs, a good Man, / he will be 


er fect in his Liberality, muſt acquaint him- 


felf with Wiſdom. Eſpecially he muſt ſee 


that his Judgment be not biaſs'd by carnal 
Conſiderations: and principally that which 
is apt to have too much Influence upon even 


- honeſt Minds, I mean Zeal for a Party. The 


Queſtion ſhould not be, How does the Man 
think in Matters about which good Men 
may differ? but, Is he poor? In what de- 
gree of Neceſſity is he? Has he, to ap- 
pearance, an honeſt Principle? Is his Po- 
verty owing to Providence, or Folly or Wick- 
edneſs? Is he ſober and induſtrious ? Is 
there any Proſpect of retrieving his Affairs? 
What other Springs of Supply has he? and 


- » * 
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an hundred things more, 5 the Particus 
lars of which it cannot be expected I ſhould 
now enter: according to which our Centri- 
| bution ought in all reaſon to be regulated: 
in order to which we ſhould as Wi dom of 
God, James 1. 5. 


5. What a good Man does in this kind, 
he des with proper Humility. Not but a 
Man may with Pleaſurę be conſcious to 


himſelf of the Grace of God beflowed upon © 


him. And (tho' his Charities be ordinarily, 
as our Saviour directs, done in ſecret) may 
be willing, upon occaſion, to be known as 
a Benefactor, letting his Light ſhine before 
Men for God's Glory, and to ſet an Exam- 
ple: yet ſurely Charity, in this Branch of 
it, vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up, 1 Cor. 
xiii. 4. It ſeems needleſs to fay, that the 
moſt generous Benefactor to Mankind hath 
not whereof to glory before God. 


A good Man will conſider, who gave him 
his Ability to communicate. To whom he 
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owes it that he is a Giver, and not a Re- 


ceiver. If he was born to his Eſtate, that, 
to be ſure, was not his Merit. And if he 


acquired it, he is obliged to many concur- 


ring Circumſtances, out of his own Power, 
without which he could not have ſucceeded. 
If he have any Modeſty, he muſt aſcribe it 


to the divine Bleſſing, without which all his 
Pains and Care would have been ineffectual. 


Thus David own d _ Caſe to ſtand, ä 
e 
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he and his People had contributed ſo be- 
rally to the Building of the Temple, 1 Chron. 
xXix. 12, 10. Both Riches and Honour come of 
330 Lord our God, all this Store that We 
have prepared cometh of thine Hand, and is 
all thine own ; and ver. 14. All things come of 
thee, and of thine own bave we given thee. 

He will alſo conſider who gave him the 
Heart to ule it aright. Thus David in the 
forementioned Place, Who am I, and what 
7s my People, that we ſhould be able to offer ſd 
willing) after this ſort? In the Targum it 
is thus paraphraſed, Who-haſt given ſuch Plan. | 
ty, that we are able to offer theſe Gifts. He 
ſhould have added, ſaich Biſhop; Patricꝶ, 
And alſo given us a Heart to part with 
them for thy Service—And his Son Solg- 
non obſerves to this. Purpoſe, Ecdleſ:v. 19. 
Every Man alſo to whom God hath given Riches 
and Wealth, and bath given him Power to eat 
thereof, and to take his Portion, and rejoice in 
bis Labour, this is the Gift of Ged. Which 
Words are thus paraphrated by the fore- 
mentioned Author. Whoſoever he be 
« whom God. hath bleſſed not only with 
Plenty and Abundance of worldly Goods, 
but alſo. with ſuch a noble and generous 
Mind, that he is not their Slave, but truly 
« Maſter of them, being able to enjoy them 
e innocently, and to take his Share in them, 
„and that with Chearfulneſs and Delight 
in doing Good to others; let him be very 
= « thankful 


(3. 2D 
I © thankful to the Almighty. As it is by 
4 the Favour of God that we have to give to 
him that needeth ; fo it is by his Grace that 
we have a Heart according to our Circum- 
ſtances. ' 4+ £28] 
A good Man will alſo with due Humility 

reflect upon his Failings even in that where- 
in he excels. Perhaps few of thoſe who 
may be ſaid to have got their Eſtate ho- 
neſtly, can pretend, that mo Blot has cleaved 
to their Hands. Who can ſay in this any 
more than other reſpects, I have made my 
Way perfect? It was an Obſervation of the 
Son of Sirach, that as a Nail fticketh faſt be- 
„ BW Tween the Foinings of the Stones; ſo doth Sin 
h ftick cloſe between Buying and Selling. Has 


* there been no Deceit, no unlawful Artifice a 
J. uſed in getting any Part of his Eftate ? Has 

25 he never impoſed upon the Ignorance of his 

27 Neighbour, or fallen ſhort of what is re- 

1 quired by the heathen Moraliſt? Ur neguid 

h omninò, quod venditor novit, emptor igno- 

> ret: That what the Seller knows the Buyer F 
6 ſhould be acquainted with: that is, ſo far 


h as is neceſſary to his not being impoſed up- 
s, on. But ſuppoſe they have kept up to the 
48 golden Rule of doing as they would be done 
* by, in acquiring their Subſtance, have they 


m not failed in the Diſtribution of it in many 
n, Inſtances? Have they done as much Good 
at as they might, and as well as they could? 


ry May not a good Man find Defects enough 
WL | in 
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in his Alms, as well as in his Devotions, to. 


humble him before God, and check his In- 


clination to plead Merit with his Maker? 
Mr. Herbert anſwered excellently, when a 
Friend went about to comfort him with the 
Remembrance of his having been inſtru- 


mental in rebuilding a Church with * 


Pains and Expence, It is a good Work if it 


be ſprinkled with the Blood of Chriſt, And 
the Writer of his Life obſerves, he uſed to 
conclude all things that might ſeem to tend 
any Way to his'Honour, with theſe Words 
which he choſe for his Motto, 851 than the 
leaſt of God's Merczes. 

And even as to Man, a truly charitable 
Perſon will ſee no reaſon for Arrogance, but 
a great deal for Modeſty. He will not de- 
ſpiſe thoſe whom he relieves ; nor receive 
more Homage from them than js proper. He 
will not care to upbraid them with what he 
has giver” them; nor ever expect any mean 
or ſervile Compliances upon that account, 
which are beneath the Dignity of human 
Nature : much leſs that they ſhould be cri- 


minally at his Devotion, becauſe he hath 


contributed to their Subſiſtence. He will 
ſcorn to inſult where he has relieved; or ex- 
pect to bear ſway, right or wrong, be- 
cauſe his Wealth and Liberality make him 
ſignificant: as tho' he imagined a Man's 
Senſe were in Proportion to his Purſe; and 


giving Money were the fame thing as giving 


Reaſons. 


Sibafons.! Pride, Jn and 
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will infallibly prove as dead Flies in 1 
coſtly Perfume, Eccl. x. 1. The Caſe of 
Charity is no Exception to that general 
Rule, So much Hamility as: 4 Mare bas, Jo 
much Grace he has, and: no more. .. 1 
6. A truly charitable Man n 
ſcience of the reſt of bis Duty. This is a ne: 
eeſſary Conſequence of his it in res 
gard to God. He that does ore thing to 
pleaſe his Maker, and honour his Redeemer; 
will do every ching ; i. e. will make no Ex 
ceptions, but obey wirhout Neſerve. To 
this Purpoſe is that of James ii. 1 1. He that 


ſaid do not commit Adultery, ſaid al do not 


kill. A good Man will never imagine that 
he may commute with God, and be excuſed 
one Duty for being very exact in another. 
I am ſure this cannot be the Import of that 
Text, that Charity. fball cover. the Maltitude 
of Sins, 1 Pet. iv. 8. Giving liberally uport * 
proper Occaſtons is indeed highly to be com- 
mended: but he muſt be in an odd Way of 
Thinking, that can fuppote it will atone for 
Want of Piery, , Temperance; or 
Meekneſs, or any Branch of that Holineſs 

without which 75 Man ſhall fee the Lord, 


Heb. xii. 14. Where there is not a fincere , 


Reſpect to all God's Commandments, Mens ap- 


plauded Charity is only Hypocrity, 7, Taper 
ftition, or r e 5 And maß 


CW) 
hope well concerning an irreligious, de- 
bauched, proud charitable Man, than we 
have of a godly Knave, or devout Miſer. 
" Wee muſt take the Scriptures together in our 
Scheme of Morality, as well as in our Syſtem 
of Divinity, and not put aſunder what God 


has joined. '  _ 5 
. Laſtly, the Charity Lam deſcribing im- 
plies Perſeverance. While Ability and Op- 
portunity laſts, the good Man will not be 
weary in well-domg. He will not leave off to 
be wiſe, and to do Good. He remembers that 
of the Preacher, Eccl. xi. 6. In the Morning 
ſew thy Seed, and in the Evening bold not thy 
Hand ; 1. e. fays. the forementioned Author, 
Let nothing diſcourage. thee from taking 
“ all Opportunities to give thine Alms in- 
« ceſſantly, early and late, when thou art 
“young, and when thou art old, when 
things ſmile upon thee, and when thou art 

in a declining Condition, for thou knoweſt 
« not which will hit to do the moſt Good 
« unto others, and to bring the greateſt 
« Blefling back upon thyſelf, or whether all 
“ may prove alike, beneficial to both. _ '/ 

A good Man will be ftedfa/t, and always 
abounding in this Work. of the Lord. Thus 

we may underſtand the latter Part of«the 

Text, His Righteouſneſs endureth for ever. He 
is ever producing ſome new Fruit of his 
Charity, ſaith the B:/bop. What the Pfal- 
miſt commends, ſays Calvin, is not a _ 


— 


neral Head; which is, 


den Fit or Start, but a ſteady Courſe of Cha- 


rity. But this is not ſaid to exclude another 
Senſe in which the. Words may be under- 
ſtood, namely, to repreſent the good Man's 
Reward. This leads me to the ſecond ge- 
2.) To recommend the Virtue which I have 
been deſcribing—This is a common Sub- 
ject, and is fo frequently inſiſted upon, that 
I need only give a few Hinte. 
1, This Duty rightly performed ſhews - 
Men to be Partakers of a divins Nature. 
They are like God, whoſe Goodneſs is the 
moſt celebrated of all his Perfections. Thus 
they manifeſt themſelves to be the Chil- 
dren 8 Father which is in Heaven. This 
is to be perfect as their Father which is in 
Heaven is perfect; Mat. v. 45, 48. 
2. In this they are eminently conformed to 
Chriſt, who went about doing Good, Acts x. 38. 
He indeed ſubſiſted upon the Contributions 
of his Followers, Luke viii. 3. where ho- 
nourable mention is made of ſome who mi- 
niſtred unto him of their Subſtance. Vet we 
know there was a Purſe in his Family kept 
for Charity, (tho' he proved a Traitor that 


bare it.) See John xiii. 29. And where that 


failed, Miracle was called in to its Aſſiſ- 
tance. Our bleſſed Lord's Example recom- 
mended a charitable Diſpoſition to his Diſ- 
con and how much is it to their Honour, 
of whom it may be ſaid, the ſame Mind ts 
* in 
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in thom which» was <p in Cbriſt Feſta, Ph, 
H. 92 f 

3 There is a great and ſure Rewerd ap⸗ 
pointed for them. They ſhall reap what 
they haye ſown, and in proportion to their 
Seed. And this Reward ſhall be eternal. In 
this Senſe their Righteouſneſs endureth for ever. 
They have OY ſome kind of Recompenſe 
here. While they live they are — 
and beloved; . — that, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, for à good Man forme wanld even dare 
to die, Rom. v. 7, And when they are dead, 
their Memory is precious, ver. G. of this 
' Plalm, The Righteaus ſhall be held in ever- 
laſting Remembrance. Their Family too, often 
fares the better for their Charity ; ver. 2, 3. 
His Seed ſhall be mighty. upon the Earth, the 
Generation. of the Upright. ſhall be bleſſed ; 
Wealth and Riches ſball be in his Houſe. And 
tho' theſe things are not ſo much to be de- 
pended upon under the preſent N. 
yet they may hope to be under God's ſpe- 
cial Protection in their Pilgrimage. The By 
ſhall be delivered or ſupported in a time of 
Diſtreſs, To ſuch there ariſeth Light in the 
Darkneſs. He ſhall not be abs for ever. 
He ſholl not be afraid of evil Tidings : bis 
2 is fixed, truſting in the Lord, ver. 4,5, 

6, 7. Bleſſed is he that conſidereth the Poor 
The Lord will ſtrengthen him upon the Bed of 
languiſhing ; thou wilt make all bis Bed in bis 
FOO Pal, xli. 1 e hoy, . 
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They ſhall enter into Life eternal. And 
full Contents of what God has provided for 
them, neither hath Eye ſeen, nor Ear heard, 
nor can Words tell. . 
1 ſhall only add fome pratfica Remarks 
upon the Whole. 

1. Let us take heed and beware of Cove- 
zouſneſs, Luke xii. 15, For where this pre- 
vails Charity can have no Place. Men may 


3 give to ſerve ſome temporal Pur- 
oy or to ſtil} a clamorous Conſcience. 


t as theſe Idolaters cannot be ſuppoſed to 
do it for God's fake, (becauſe the Love of the | 
Father is not in them, John ii. 15.) 
know it cannot be allowed to account. <A 
have they any proper Love to their Neigh« 
bour, any farther than their own dear ſelves 


are —— And the beſt of it is, their 
wretched Temper takes Vengeance there 


too. Some of chem grudge themſelves as 


well as others. But none of them have any 


true Pity upon their Fellow- Creatures, if 
they are eaſy themſelves. Dr. Bates has ob- 
lerved very ſulth, « That Covetouſneſs in- 

© fuſes an unrelenting Frame into the Breaſt, 


ce hardens the Bowels, and makes them in- 
Lg ca 


of melting Impreſſions. The lan- 


“gu iſbing Looks, the pleading Eyes, - the 

Complaints and. Calamities of the miſe- 

'*. rable, do not affect thoſe in whom Cove- . 

+ wanne — ; ms tender "— of 
„ Tat 


be 'recompenſed at tbe Reſurrectia as Tn 5 WY). 
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Humanity are quenched by it, p. 566. 
And the ſame Author remarks how difficult 
the Cure of ſuch a Temper is. They have 
ſo many Pretences to juſtify themſelves; in- 
ſomuch that he compares them to Perſons 
ſick beyond a Senſe of their Diſeaſe, and 
near Death without feeling the Preſages of 
it; ibid. Let us dread the Incroaches of 
ſuch a Temper ! Read ſeriouſly 1 Tim. vi. 17, 
18. Charge them that are rib in this World, 
that they be not high-minded, nor truft in un- 
certain Riches, but in the hving God, who giveth 
us richly all things to enjoy; that they do good, 
bat they be rich in good Works, ready to diſtri- 
bute, willing to communicate. | 

2. Let us ſee that our Charity have the 
proper Characters which will render it ac- 
ceptable to God; and intitle us to an eternal 
Reward. Recollect what has been offered 
to this Purpoſe; And ſeriouſly think, how 
fad it will be to have what we mainly de- 
pend upon prove unſerviceable. How ter- 
rible will the Diſappointment be! Like going 

to buy Neceſſaries, when our Money Is all 

falſe! Or truſting to a Medicine which is 
wrong prepared in a dangerous Diſtemper ! 
How dreadful will it be to approach the 
Judge in full Confidence, and hear him ſay, 
Depart from me ye that Work Iniquity? 

3. Let us lament the-Loſs of ſuch Per- 
ſons as I have been deſcribing. When the 
Righteous periſh, we are to lay it to Heart, 
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eſpecially avhen merciful Men are taken away, 
it is to be regretted, Ia. lvii.1, What I 
might have ſaid under this Head, and you 
had reaſon to expect, Iam forbidden to re- 
preſent by the Humility of our decea 2 
Friend, who ordered in his laſt Will, 7 
no Funeral Sermon ſhould be preached for 
him. But LOW 1 am not allowed to make 
a proper Application of the FR ng Diſ- 
courſe, to do him Juſtice, I neither can, 
nor deſire, to N you. Let his aum Works . 
praiſe him in the Gates, Prov. xxxi. 31. 
4. Let us earneſtly pray to God that he 
would raiſe up others of the ſame Spirit and 
Capacity. That he would give them Hearts 
who have Ability; or them Ability who 
have Hearts. He can do either. His is the 
Earth, and the Fulneſs thereof : And he hath 
the refidue of the Spirit. And about this we 


| ſhould be the more ſollicitous, becauſe ſo 


much depends upon it. This ſeems to be 
the principal good Symptom i in the Caſe of 
theſe Kingdoms, that this fort of Charity 
ſeems to flouriſh, and that too among Pro- 
teſtants of all Denominarions. I ſhould have 
been tempted to have ſaid the only one, but 
that I think it is viſible that Charity, in op- 
poſition to wrathful Contentions about Mat- 
ters of doubtful Diſputation has been lately 
ſeeming to revive. Let us pray however, 
that there may be more of that Wiſdom 

n is from 3 which is firſt _ 


3 (4). . 
7 15 1 WY » £6 IPD treated, M 
a Meriy-and goid Friis, without Pao 
trlity; ' and ĩpirbout Hyporrify, Ja iin Mags tt 

5. Let not People of honeft' Minds and 


mean Circumſtances be diſc 


ouraged beeaufe 
they cannot ſhine 1 in this Way as others have 
done, and honour their — in 169 
eminent 4 manner, God has given many} 
of you, I doübt nor, a Heart as geiietous as | 
yout charitable Neighbovrs, and you only ; 
want Capacity of expicfing ir to ag. woe I 
Purpoſe. "Remember what” God Has ic 1 


2 Cor. vili. 12. "If there be firſt & willing 1 
Mind, it is accepted according to that be hath, 1 
and not according to har be bath not. And 4 
oor Man's two Mites may be as acceprably 1 
caſt into God's Tr afury, as the ten Talents 
of che W See > this er rpoſe, Lu 
i. ILA. It end Upon e Temper of 
Mind wich which you 45 k it, not che Quan- 
tiry of what you offer. And am very 
much miſtaken, if at the Laſt Day there 
will not be found fome Perſons that never 
had a hundred, more charitable than others 
that have given away thoufands, and their 
Reward” will be in Proportion. To con- 
oo: Let us love the Lord Feftes in Sins | 
„and do the beſt we can to promota 

his” Intereſt; and we fhall never regret i: 
hereafter, chat for mere Want 3 | 
we were fo Jicele nennt þ here, <7" df 
21 8 e- © = e 


. n I 7 N 41 8.% Wer 


* 
8 
3 > 
7” 
l * 
by * 
* 
14.1 
. \* 
: 
1 | 1 
BY. % 
1 
l $ 
1 — 
13 
a $$] 
\ 
* A 
o 1 
by 114 
ö N 
. 11 
: 
- 
4 , t N 
2 I 1 
1 
* 
7 — 
x 14 
n 
F: 74 
* v1; 
. 
191 +. 
- 
, 
: 
- 
4 - 
* 
| 1 
: : 
: 3 
1 . 
4 : - 
; : 
3 | 1 
1 1 
, : © 
' $18 . 
14 
7 
g T 1548; 
a 8 
: 
j Int: 
£ 15 11 
1 
mY 
"WE v8 
j ' 1 
{1 6 
oy | 
7 | 74 
= - ** 
- ; | 
8 * 
7 | ! | 
| 1 
4 I 
$ 7 : " 
AY 1 
» 1 . 4 
0 14 
. 1 
4 7 
4 ' | 
1 
11 4 
I 4 14 
a i 1 
5 1 
14 | 
: * 1 g 
7 U! 4 
i 
: 14 
1 
N 1, 
( U . 
1 
3 \ 
inn 
N [4 
2 MM! 
+ 
* 
. 
"+. 


— — — 


— 


1 PTS 5 
— 
— — — er roy 
— — — — = — - > — _ — - — 
wa — — — — — — —— 
—ů — — 
— 2 — 7 - — — X 
— rote — ” _ , Dy wy ——_ " 
* 
" — c — — 
- ** - WP 17, - o * Cop 
— —— 2 — — ERESIL >. - = — 
— = — . — —— — —— — — 


— 


